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“There is grandeur in this view of life, with its several powers, having been originally 
breathed into a few forms or into one; and that, whilst this planet has gone cycling 
on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a beginning endless forms 
most beautiful and most wonderful have been, and are being evolved.”

Charles Darwin

Categories of risk in Mexico

http://www.biodiversidad.gob.mx/v_ingles/species/riskMexico.html

In Mexico, four categories are used to classify species at risk:

Norma Oficial Mexicana NOM-059 
Nom-059-Ecol-2001.pdf

Probably extinct in the wild

Those native Mexican species for whom documentation and studies demonstrate 
that examples in the wild have disappeared within the country, and of which the 
only known examples are either in captivity or outwith Mexican territory. 

In danger of extintion

Those species whose range or population size within the country have fallen dramatically, 
threatening their biological viability throughout their natural habitat, due to factors such as the 
destruction or drastic modification of habitat, unsustainable harvesting, disease or predation, 
among others. (This category overlaps with the categories “Critically Endangered” and 
“Endangered” in the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) classification).

Threatened

Those species or populations, which could be in danger of disappearance in the short to 
medium term, if factors that adversely affect their viability, such as causing damage or 
modification of habitat or directly reducing the size of their populations, continue to operate. 
(This category overlaps with the category “vulnerable” in the IUCN classification).

Subject to special protection

Those species or populations which could be threatened by factors that adversely affect their viability, and 
which determine the need to facilitate their recovery and preservation or restoration and conservation of 
populations of species. (This category may include the lower risk categories of the IUCN classification).
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