“There is grandeur in this view of life, with its several powers, having been originally
breathed into a few forms or into one; and that, whilst this planet has gone cycling
on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a beginning endless forms

CONABIO M ex i C a n B i O d i Ve rS i ty most beautiful and most wonderful have been, and are being evolved.”
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How many species are there?

More than 1 million 600 thousand species have now been described, although it is estimated that the planet may have
10 million or more.

Species in the world Species in Mexico Percent

Animals Mammals 4,381 535

Birds 9,271 1,096

Reptiles 8,238 804

Frogs and toads 4,780 361

Fish 27977 2,692

Centipede and milipedes 15,200 585

Spiders and scorpions 92,909 5,579

Insects 915,350 47,853

Shrimp and crab 44,920 5,387

Stars and sea urchins 7,000 503
Snails, clams, octopus 93,195 4,100

lombrises and marine worms 16,500 1,393

Rotifers 1,800 303

Flat worms 20,000 550
Jellyfish and corals 10,000 318

Sponges 5,500

Palms and grasses 59,300 4,726

Ferns 13,025 1,067

Algae 27,000 2,702 10.01

Fungi 1 d 10.00

| Total described species 1,666,576 108,519

(VT http://www.biodiversidad.gob.mx/v_ingles/species/howmany_species.html
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